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AMENDM ENTS TO THF PT ATivrg 

Please amend claims 3, 4 and 5 and add new claims 8-14 as follows: 
Listing of Claimg 

Claim 1 (Original): An anti-microbial. curable silicone mbber composition comprising in at 
least a portion of the exposed surface of said composition an organic matrix containing 
homogeneously dispersed particles of metallic silver having a particle size in the range of 1 to 50 

m an amount providmg on the surface of said composition an anti- 
microbially effective but less than cytotoxic silver concentration. 

Claim 2 (Original): The silicone mbber composition according to claim 1, characterized by 
compnsmg said silver nanoparticles in an amount providing a silver concentration of from more 
than 1 nmom to less than 1 ^mol/l on at least a portion of the surface of said composition. 

Claim 3 (Currently amended): The silicone mbber composition according to claim 2 
charactenzed m that said organic matrix comprises said silver nanoparticles in an amount of 1 to 
^"^^ PPm prpfprnbl y S t o 1 OOP p p m au ( \ more prcf u abl j ^ 10 to 250 pp n i . 

Claim 4 (Currently amended): The silicone rubber composition according to claim 3 
charactenzed by comprising silver nanoparticles having a particle size of 2 to 20 nm-preferabl^ 
to 10 nm . ^ 

Claim 5 (Currently amended): The silicone rubber composition according ,0 claim 1 
charactenzed in that said fluid organic matrix comprises an organic fluid wherein said silye^ 
nanoparhcles are dispersed. 

Claim 6 (Original): The silicone mbber composition according to claim 5, characterized in that 
said VISCOUS organic fluid comprises an aliphatic or aromatic hydrocarbon, a mineral oil 
petrolatum, glycerol, a fatty alcohol, polypropylene glycol, an animal and/or vegetable oil or fat' 
or a silicone oil. ' 

Claim 7 (Original): A method for manufacturing a curable, anti-microbial silicone mbber 



3 



Patents 

Serial No.: 10/017,992 
Group Art Unit 1712 

composition comprising the steps of: 

- providing a curable silicone rubber composition in a configuration ready for mixing 

- providing a liquid organic matrix comprising metallic silver having a particle size in the 

range of 1 to 50 nm 

- mixing said liquid organic matrix into said silicone rubber composition 

- optionally curing the mixture of said composition with said organic matrix 

Claim 8 (New): TT.e silicone rubber composition according to claim 3, characterized by 
compnsmg silver nanoparticles having a particle size of 5 to 10 nm. 

Clai.^ 9 0;ew): The silicone rubber composition according to claim 2, characterized in that said 
organic matnx comprises said silver nanoparticles in an amount of 5 to 1000 ppm. 

Claim 10 (New): The silicone mbber composition according to claim 9, characterized by 
compnsmg silver nanoparticles having a particle size of 2 to 20 nm. 

Claim 11 (New): The silicone mbber composition according to claim 9. characterized by 
compnsmg silver nanoparticles having a particle size of 5 to 10 nm. 

Claim 12 (New): The silicone rubber composition according to claim 2, characterized in that 
said organic matnx comprises said silver nanoparticles in an amount of 10 to 250 ppm. 

Claim 13 (New): The silicone nibber composition according to claim 12, characterized by 
compnsmg silver nanoparticles having a particle size of 2 to 20 nm. 

Claim 14 (New): The silicone nibber composition according to claim 12, characterized by 
compnsmg silver nanoparticles having a particle size of 5 to 10 nm. 



